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Lomack
loves his
music

Soccer
kicks off
in Childs
Park

Deborah Figgs-Sanders
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

L-R, Mike Carroll, Kredelle Petway and Mr. Shirley at the SunCoast Region celebration Feb. 7.
Jeremy Lomack

ST. PETERSBURG —
Landon Donovan. David
Beckham. Pele. These soccer greats all had to start
somewhere, and with the
world’s most popular sport
coming to the Childs Park
YMCA (CPY), a future superstar could very well kick
off his or her journey right
here in St. Pete.
“This is a new venture
for the Childs Park
YMCA,” said Deborah
Figgs-Sanders, executive
director of the YMCA of
Greater St. Petersburg
Childs Park Branch.
The CPY soccer program is an excellent opportunity for the community’s
youth to participate in
a team sport at a very reasonable rate, Figgs-Sanders
explained. She believes
this experience will provide
both boys and girls a great
physical workout and a fun
way to exercise.
Though the official
early registration ends Feb.
14, registration will continue until the first practice. Teams are grouped by
age (3-4 year olds and 5-12
year olds) and the number
of teams will depend on
how many children sign
up. Each team will only
See SOCCER , page 3




BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

LARGO — The North
Pinellas Service Center of
the Florida Department
of Children and Families
SunCoast Region celebrated the 50th anniversary of the Civil Rights
Movement, Fri., Feb. 7.

Named the Golden Jubilee of the Civil Rights
Act, the morning’s program highlighted the
movement for equality
five decades in the making.
A packed room, located at 11351 Ulmerton
Rd., anxiously awaited a
local hero in the archives

of black history.
Racial segregation in
the south was rampant.
Separate but equal, although ruled unconstitutional, was very evident in
every aspect of American
life. As a young adult,
Kredelle Petway was living in the south where
Jim Crow laws reigned.

attending
While
Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical University in
Tallahassee, she decided
to protest for desegregation only to find herself
arrested. In July of 1961,
Petway became a Freedom Rider as she, along
with her father and
See RIGHTS, page 12

Staying happily married
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
If you ask 10 people what
the secret is to maintaining a long-term love affair and marriage, it’s
possible you could get 10
different answers. But
for Yvonne and Bernard
King, Sr., there is only
one answer—love.
The couple recently
celebrated over 50 years
of marital bliss last
month and wanted to

share their insight and
personal experience with
other couples for Valentine’s Day.
Two
suggestions
they both found important when considering
marriage are to make
sure that both people are
attracted to each other
and both people understand the importance of
staying together.
For maintaining a
happy marriage, Yvonne
said that good communiSee MARRIED, page 6

Yvonne and Bernard King, Sr.

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Growing up on the south
side of St. Petersburg, Jeremy Lomack recognizes
that
the
inspirations
spawned from his city may
not be what you’d expect.
The Royal Theatre, the
Manhattan Casino and the
Palladium allow him to
walk in the footsteps of
some of the greats such
James
Brown,
Duke
Ellington and Louis Armstrong.
Also, the influence of
his church is deep rooted
in him and gives him the
drive to not only make
great music, but to touch
souls while doing so.
“Music is what I do,”
said Lomack. “God has
given me creativity and an
ear to hear good sound. I
love all types of music because it speaks to the place
of people. Music is not just
one thing or one type of
sound: it’s jazz, gospel,
classical, hip hop, rap, R &
B (rhythm and blues) and
much more.”
Lomack primarily sings
R&B and gospel. He is an
avid writer and an innovative artist that redefines
dance, pop and rap music.
His beat production skills
make him a cut above the
competition and his lyrical
content will have you wondering what subject matter
See LOMACK, page 3


 

FAMILY OWNED, FAMILY OPERATED, COMMUNITY M INDED
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S., St. Petersburg
(727) 826-0967 • www.unclerichardsfurniture.com
STORE HOURS: Tuesday through Saturday from 10 - 8 p.m.

2

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2014

COMMUNITY NEWS
Walking tour of the Deuces
ST. PETERSBURG —
To continue the celebration
of Black History Month,
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum
in partnership with the St.
Petersburg Preservation
(SPP) will present a walking tour, “Historic Neighborhood
Stroll:
The
Deuces” this Sat., Feb. 15.
This area of St. Petersburg, from 22nd Street
South and along 9th Avenue South, was the former
hub of black businesses,
homes, and entertainment
during the time of segregation. The tour will include
visits to the newly renovated Manhattan Casino,
former
entertainment
venue for Louis Armstrong
and Duke Ellington, to the
site of the former segregated Mercy Hospital (now
Johnnie
Ruth
Clarke

Clinic), Royal Theater and
other area landmarks.
The walking tour will be
led by former St Petersburg Times journalist, Jon
Wilson and Gwendolyn
Reese, president of the
African American Association of St. Petersburg. The
tour will culminate in a soul
food luncheon in the
Legacy Gardens of the Dr.
Carter G Woodson African
American Museum. Tour

Southside Tabernacle Baptist
Church Sponsors 31st Annual
Women’s Retreat

is free for SPP members
and $5 for non-members.
The garden luncheon is an
extra $10. Not a bad way to
spend your morning for
under $20.
Tour starts at 10 a.m. at
the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American Museum,
2240 9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg. For more information, please call (727)
323-1104.




By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing parental and community engagement:
Do you love children and want them to succeed?
Of course you do, and so do I! What can
you do to assist? Well, by joining the Parent
Support for Education Council, Inc. (PSFEC)
at Summit #10, or you can contact them via
phone or email today!
Why contact them today?
Because there are 10 elementary schools
in our community that have struggling children, and in an unempirical survey indicates
75 percent of the parents are not engaged!
Before you read further, do you know the
difference between parental engagement and
increasing parental engagement? They are
not the same.
Parental engagement consists of programs design to inform parents.
Increasing parental engagement is actively increasing the number of times the parent or community contact the school on
behalf of the child on a regular basis when
the child is not in trouble.
Consider this: An elementary school
has 500 parents, the school has an exemplary
parental engagement program, however only
seven percent of the parents participate or
contact on a consistent basis. Why isn’t the
engagement rate higher than seven percent?
Solution: Rather than focusing on program activities (parental engagement) instead invest more time and resources in
increasing parental engagement by 100 percent.
Many say increasing parental engagement by 100 percent is impossible. How
would we know until the community tries it!
Further, an alarming number say parents and
community do not care! Parents do care!
When should parents get involved? Re-

search says:
• Sustained increased parent engagement would save the school $1000 for each
child, in a school of 500 that equals a half a
million dollars per school! Could a school use
an additional half million dollars, I certainly
think so.
• Additionally, research (Harvard and
Michigan School of Education) says: The earlier in a child’s educational process parent involvement begins, the more powerful the
effects.
• The most effective forms of parent involvement are those, which engage parents
in working directly with their children on
learning activities at home.
• 86 percent of the general public believes that support from parents is the most
important way to improve the schools.
If the community believes this, let’s get
started to day! Together we can turn our elementary schools around!
To readers: Your opinions related to
“Rainey’s Bulletin” are welcomed.
Pastor Rainey serves as Community Outreach Pastor for the Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior Pastor. Also Pastor Rainey serves as President of
the Parent Support For Education Council,
Inc., and Chairman, JWB South County Community Council, and may be contacted:
mrainey390@verizon.net or (727) 420-1326
The Parent Council meets every third
Thursday of each month @ 6:30 p.m., Faith
Memorial Missionary Baptist 1800 18th Ave.,
St. Petersburg, at the (Resource Center), to the
right and adjacent to Church. The community
is welcome.
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ST. PETERSBURG —
The Women’s Growth Institute of Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church will
hold its 31st Annual
Women and Teens Retreat
March 7-8 at the church
located at 3647 18th Ave.
S. This year’s theme “Our
refuge – The God of hope”
(Psalm 46:1). The Keynote
speaker for this event will
be Patricia Ashley from
Moreno Valley, Calif.
Ashley has touched
thousands of lives through
her teaching, writing and
anointed ministry of the
Word. She has been involved with child evangelism, youth ministry and
has
taught
effective
Women’s Bible study.
Author of “Marriage Is
a Blessing” she served on
the board of “Excellence”
magazine and was a featured columnist. She is
also a board member for
Exceptional Women of
God, a ministry that is
committed to Haiti. Ashley
has travelled nationally
and internationally speaking to the Body of Christ.
A God-given ability to
communicate with a rare
combination of authority,
practicality and humor,
her passion is to know
Christ, to be known of
Him and to make Him
known. Ashley’s greatest
desire is that God’s people
develop a relationship with
Him so that they can be
filled with the knowledge


  
 

  

 
   
    
 

of His will, with all spiritual wisdom and understanding.
She serves the Body of
Christ by stimulating people not only to grow in
their knowledge of the
Word, but also to apply
what they’ve learned in
their daily lives. Ashley is
indeed a woman of God in
whom the word of Christ
richly dwells.
Married for 43 years,
Ashley is the mother of
three and is a grandmother as well. She’s traveled throughout the
United States and Europe

with her husband, Vernon,
during his 22 years of
service in the United
States Air Force. She is
currently leading a small
discipleship group, teaching how to meditate and
keep The Commands of
Christ.
Please make plans to
attend the retreat March
7-8 for this special time of
growth and fellowship.
For registration forms,
costs and other information, please call Southside
Tabernacle
Baptist
Church at (727) 327-9711
or (727) 343-2111.

31st Annual Women’s Retreat
March 7 – 8
Southside Tabernacle Baptist Church
3647 – 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg
Friday, 7:30–9 p.m. & Saturday, 7:30 a.m.–3:30 p.m.
Keynote Speaker: Patricia Ashley
Moreno Valley, California
Workshops, Discussions, Special Music, Books
Continental Breakfast and Lunch
Registration: $30 for Women, $10 for Teens
For Questions or Additional Information:
Call (727) 327-9711 or (727) 343-2111
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Free tax preparation is back!
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) sites are open throughout
Pinellas County
The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program offers free tax preparation and electronic filing at twelve locations spread from south St. Petersburg all
of the way to Tarpon Springs where
trained and certified volunteers provide
thorough, high-quality tax preparation
service at no charge.
Taxpayers filing a business income
loss or rental real estate income, as well
as certain less common situations, will
need to see a paid tax preparer. However,
most households with adjusted gross incomes of $52,000 or less for 2013 qualify
for this fast, free service. A complete list
of eligibility criteria is available at
www.Taxes-4-Free.com.
In order to utilize the free VITA tax
preparation service, the taxpayer must
bring a picture I.D. for themselves plus
social security cards or Individual Taxpayer Identification Number cards for
themselves, their spouse and all dependents listed on the tax return. For married
couples who file jointly, both spouses will
need to be present to sign documents before a tax return can be filed.
Last year nearly 3,300 Pinellas County
residents filed their income tax returns at
VITA sites with an average tax refund of
$1,606. Many VITA clients qualify for the
Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) which
can be worth up to $6,000 depending on
income and the number of children in a
household. VITA volunteers are welltrained to assist taxpayers in getting back
all of the money they qualify for in tax refunds, and the best part is that every dollar of those refunds goes to the client
rather than towards expensive tax preparation fees.
Hours and days of operation at the
VITA sites vary, so visit www.Taxes-4Free.com, call 2-1-1, or call the site nearest you directly to find out when you can
file your income tax return for FREE!

2014 VITA SITES – PINELLAS
COUNTY
• Childs Park YMCA
691 43rd Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 209-9622
• James B. Sanderlin
Neighborhood Family Center
2335 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-9444
• Daystar Life Center
226 6th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
(727)823-5993
• Lealman & Asian Neighborhood Family
Center
4255 56th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 520-9820
• Enoch Davis Center
1111 18th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 893-7134
• Martin Luther King, Jr.
Neighborhood Family Center
900 North Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue
Clearwater, FL
(727) 442-5355
• GRAYDI Neighborhood Family Center
13420 Adams Circle
Largo, FL
(727) 584-7200
• Mattie Williams Neighborhood Family
Center
1001 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street
Safety Harbor, FL
(727) 791-8255
• High Point Neighborhood Family Center
5812 150th Avenue North
Clearwater, FL 33760
• Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce
6990 Gulf Blvd.
St. Pete Beach, FL
(727) 360-6957
• Hispanic Outreach Center
612 Franklin Street
Clearwater, FL 33756
• Union Academy Neighborhood Family
Center
401 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
Tarpon Springs, FL
(727) 934-5881

Soccer coming to Pinellas Park
From SOCCER, page 1

practice one day a week
(Mon-Thurs.) and the
games will be held Saturday mornings. The season
runs from Feb. 24 to
Apr. 19.
“Since soccer is a team
sport, children will also
have the opportunity to
learn how to work together
as a team toward a common goal with an emphasis
on sportsmanship,” said
Figgs-Sanders, who has
been executive director
since April 2010.
She affirmed that the
Childs Park YMCA has always advocated holistic life
skill experiences for the
youth participating in its
programs.
“This soccer experience
will encourage leadership,
respect for one another and
parental
engagement,”
Figgs-Sanders aver red.
“Hopefully, everything that
the children will gain will
positively impact them for
the rest of their lives.”
Ages 3-4: $45 member,

$70 non-member
Ages 5-12: $60 member,
$90 non-member
It is free for families
who participated in the
2013 YMCA Neighbor to
Neighbor Christmas Program. Based on household
income, families may be
granted up to an additional
20 percent discount on

Lomack’s a rising star
From LOMACK, page 1

he will attack next.
“I speak to the heart of
people,” said Lomack.
“When I’m singing, I feel
the words because I feel
the people. My songs are
about life from the perspective of growing up in
St. Pete but knowing that
there’s a whole world that
many haven’t seen.”
Lomack is performing

today at the Florida State
Fairgrounds in Tampa at
5 p.m. He is currently
working on a solo album
which is to debut later
this year. Connect with Jeremy Lomack on facebook, email him at
booklomack@gmail.com
or hear his music on
soundcloud.

fees. A $15 City of St. Petersburg Resident card is
also required. Jerseys and
chin guards are included in
the cost.
Contact Childs Park
YMCA at (727) 209-9622 for
more info.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tragic death of
Montford Point Marine

Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

L-R, Wengay Newton, William Scott and John Tyrone Ayers.
ST. PETERSBURG —
Montford Point Marine
William C. Scott, rode into
the path of a car and was
struck and killed Monday
night in south St. Petersburg, police said.
Last November 87-yearold Scott received the Congressional Gold Medal for
his years of military service
during World War II. More
than 400 African-American
alumni of Montford Point
were honored for their
service in 2012, but an oversight left him, John Tyrone
Ayers and Samuel L. Blossom (now deceased) without their medals.
Early in 2013, Scott
walked into the St. Petersburg
Housing and Community Development to see if he could
get some assistance in repairing his roof. Wearing his red
United States Marine Corp
cap, he got the attention of
Linda Byars who was work-

ing in the office.
When he left, she looked
him up and realized he was
not only a marine, but part of
the original Montford Point
Marines, the first black unit
of the U.S. Marines Corps. “I
did my research,” Byars
continued, “and I said, this is
history.”
Along with city officials
and a whole community of
volunteers willing to donate
their time and money, she
set out to get the necessary
paperwork completed so
that Scott, who served in
World War II, the Korean
War, and Vietnam, could get
his new roof. But when the
inspector showed up, it
turns out his situation was
more dire than what he was
letting on.
Not only did the roof need
to be repaired, but the entire
roof structure. Conditions
were so bad that building officials would not allow him to

return to his house until the
necessary repairs were made.
“We scrambled about and
came up with a little money,”
Byars said.
With thousands of dollars
for repairs either found or donated, volunteers helped
move Scott out of his home in
May of last year so they could
fix the dilapidated roof and
make other improvements to
the home. Mold was eating
away at its interior and he had
been without running water
or electricity.
The city also rectified the
medal oversight, and on Nov.
8, 2013, a huge ceremony giving Scott, Ayers and Blossom’s wife their long awaited
medals. Holding back tears,
Scott said, “It’s been a long
time. It feels good.”
Police did not say whether
the driver of the Nissan,
23-year-old Brittany Harris of
St. Petersburg, was injured or
cited.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Rev. Sarah Edwards
and her husband Rev.
Edgar Edwards have
launched a church and a
community
outreach
venue named Visible
Voices Christian Community Association on the
southeast corner of 22nd
Street South and Ninth Avenue.
The Crossing Point
Christian Culture Empowerment Center has been in
operation
about
six
months. Their location is in
a historical landmark previously known as Jessie
Henderson’s Ice Cream
and Soda Fountain, which
was a safe place for teens.
Henderson, along with a
few other men, started the
first black-owned taxi company for blacks when
white cab drivers would
not serve this community.
For the past several years,
it had served as a mosque.
Being in ministry more
than 38 years, Rev. Edwards
said she clearly understands
her call to this city “because
some people operate from
the advantage point of privilege while others function
from genius.”
She said God spoke to
her heart while she lived in
Atlanta to return home “because his people’s voices
have been smothered and
they themselves have been
misused, abused and then
re-victimized.
“We are to empower his
people whose voices have
been smothered and they
themselves have been misused, abused and then revictimized.” She said her
hope is that they understand
their significance has been
given to them from their creator and that everyone has
at least one gift to cause
them to prosper and be in
good health as their soul
prospers. “Therefore the
Crossing Point Christian
Cultural
Empowerment
Community Center born,”
she said.
“We are a Bible-teaching
church that colors outside
the line without compromis-

ing the good news of Jesus
Christ and his finished work
on the cross,” she said. Sunday worship is at 11 a.m.
Community conversations
are Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
Single adult fellowship (25
years and older) takes place
on Fridays at 6:30 p.m.
Movies soon will be shown
on Saturdays.
“As a coffee house ministry, we minister to a lot of
people one-on-one. We call it
‘talk therapy, Edwards said.
They also offer a venue
for Christian artists to perform. Rashida Stover, an
award-winning actress, recently performed and the
people loved her five
women’s monologue performance entitled, “A Revenge of an Angry Black
Woman.” Some expressed
how good it was to be able to
walk within their community for a cultural experience.
The Center also offers a
library and reading room, a
book club, a coffee house,
ice cream and sodas.
Edwards said the Center
uses a BEAR formula – B for
business development; E for

Education; A for Arts; and R
for Recreation.
“We are also a venue for
people who can come share
their talents,” she said.
Members of the community have welcomed this
concept of a Bible-teaching
church. Their needs are
being met by volunteers.
They, and a professional
painter, donated products,
time and talent to repaint the
building at 9901 22nd St. S.
Edwards and her husband, Gibbs graduates and
high school sweethearts,
met there over banana splits.
They married young and divorced for 17 years. Then
God healed their marriage.
They have been remarried
for 33 years. “I’ve got nothing but happy memories
here,” Edwards said.
She also said the church
“is ministering to a lot of people one on one. It’s talk therapy.”
For more information
about the church visit its
web site at www.thecrossingpoint.net
or
email
Edwards at thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A Valentine’s Day story for the ages

Lillie Nash goes home

ST. PETERSBURG —
Lillie Nash passed away
February 10, 2014, at
Bayfront Hospice.
Born May 1, 1916, in
Union Springs, Ala., she
married her longtime
sweetheart, George Miles
Nash, in the early 1940s.
The happy couple moved
to St. Petersburg on January 1951, where she became a housewife and
mother.
Always the entrepreneur, Lillie sold flips and
potato pies in the neighborhood. She also provided

daycare for children of all
ages until she and her husband purchased a number
of properties and became
landlords. Her husband
preceded her in death in
1983.
Lillie attended God’s
Anointed Ministries International where she had
been a faithful servant
since 1962, and was the
church mother. Lillie loved
to cook and bake, and one
of her favorite hobbies was
going fishing. She became
an avid Tampa Bay Rays
fan and wouldn't miss a tel-

From MARRIED , page 1

evised game.
She is survived by her
only son, Harrison Nash,
daughter-in-law, Sara, nine
grandchildren and had 20
great-grandchildren with
one preceding her in death.
She will be missed by many
family and friends.
Wake and visitation will
be held at Smith’s Funeral
Home, 1534 18th Ave. S.,
Fri., Feb. 21 at 7:15 p.m.
Funeral services will be
held at Reach the Unreached Church, 1315 18th
Ave. S., St. Petersburg,
Sat., Feb. 22 at noon.

cation is a must, and
Bernard quipped: “It’s
cheaper to keep her.”
All
joking
aside,
Bernard believes what has
kept them together all
these years is teamwork,
cohesiveness
and
of
course love.
The happy couple has
shared unconditional love
since the 1950s when they
first met at Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University (FAMU). They
were both sophomores
when they joined a service
fraternity and sorority.
They met at one of the general meetings along with
other lifelong friends,
Charley and Frances
Williams, with whom they
still maintain a close relationship with.
“At that particular time
I could say that it was love
at first sight perhaps,” said
Bernard. She was an excellent dancer. She was cute,
intelligent and dressed
nice.”
Yvonne saw the practical side of Bernard in the
sense of him being a good
provider for her and subsequently their three children. They have one
granddaughter and one
grandson
too.
“He was dependable,
intelligent and a good
singer
and
dancer,”
Yvonne stated. “I figured
that he would make me a
good husband. And oh yea,
he has met that objective
over the years.
After graduating college, they both moved to
St. Petersburg to start
their life together. Yvonne
an early education teacher
and Bernard an industrial
arts major, the two carved
a life out together.
Yvonne describes herself as a God fearing
woman
who
enjoys
singing, dancing and baking cakes. She performs
community
ser vice
through her sorority - Zeta
Phi Beta, Inc. and Links,
Inc., a national community
service organization.
A lifelong member of
Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, Yvonne
sings in the choir, ser ves
as financial secretar y for
the Lay organization and is
a member of the Women
Missionary Society.
Bernard is also a lifelong member of Bethel
AME where he sings in
the mass and the male
choirs. He ser ves on the
Board of Trustees and is a
member of the Sons of

Allen auxiliar y. He is a
member of Kappa Alpha
Psi, Inc. fraternity and
works part-time at Pinellas
Technical Education Center as an adjunct teacher in
building construction and
serves as a part-time mentor for many of the students.
Part of their longevity
is contributing together to
the community’s development. “My love of children
is my greatest contribution
to community development,” Yvonne stated.
Yvonne was a teacher
with the Pinellas County
School District (PCSD) for
30 years. She taught elementar y education at several schools in the district.
One of her students has
his own lawn ser vice and
cuts the King’s lawn. Another student is a master
plumber and plumbing instructor. Others are politicians such as mayor of
Tarpon Springs David
Archie and other professionals.
Bernard worked and
retired from PCSD after 30
years and brags that his
ex-students are doctors,
principals, provosts of colleges, lawyers and business owners. He bragged
about his past student
Kevin Gordon, who is currently the provost for St.
Petersburg College.
“I feel we made a positive impact on the community and can pass the
torch. We were effective in
teaching and preparing
our students to get the
torch,” Bernard said. Anytime I go out to the mall or
travel over the city I run
into people and its very rewarding to hear how the
students are doing and
how successful they are.
When you are a teacher
you touch a lot of lives.”
Bernard feels that the
black community has






come a long way, but still
has a long way to go.
There are a lot more avenues available to people
than when he came up.
“All you need is some
training and you can be
anything you want to be.
Being black is not a big
deal like it used to be. It
used to be something used
against us, but now being
“black” is not holding you
back, said Bernard.”
Yvonne adds that she
just wants to see the community continue to grow,
be prosperous and go further.
Currently
Bernard
plans to continue working
part time at PTEC and
Yvonne is not planning on
adding any new projects to
her schedule. They both
want to see other parts of
the country and this world.
They want to add more
places to the list they have
already seen: France,
Hawaii, Montreal and Quebec, Canada and several
places in the Caribbean.
Besides traveling, their
plans for the future include
spoiling their two grandchildren rotten.
So it seems that the formula to being in a long and
happy marriage is being
happy with oneself and
working together for one
common goal.
“Life is good and you
should try to live it to the
fullest. Live your dreams. I
knew I was destined to be
a builder as a child and I
developed my skills and
made it happen,” said
Bernard.
“I always wanted to be
a singer and dancer but
back in my time you couldn’t go to those professional
dancing schools. So I
wound up being a teacher
and that turned out to be a
rewarding
endeavor,”
Yvonne finished.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Florida Holocaust Museum and the local
Civil Right Movement
BY FRANK DROUZAS

 


Courtesy of

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Tues., Feb. 11, The
Florida Holocaust Museum announced its initiative to collect objects,
photographs and artifacts
that document the civil
rights struggles and
movement in the Tampa
Bay-Sarasota area.
“Our goal is to put together a comprehensive
exhibit that will tell the
story of heroes in their
own community who suffered and fought to
change the world,” said
Zoe Gustafson, FHM’s
Chief Finance Officer,
reading from an official
museum statement.
This exhibit is scheduled to open in August
2015 in conjunction with
another exhibit which will
document the national
Civil Rights Movement.
“We are at a critical
juncture,” Gustafson said.
“The people involved with
the Civil Rights Movement, like the survivors of
the Holocaust, are aging.
We feel it is vitally important to collect, preserve
and showcase their stories
for future generations.”
After the announcement the museum held a
screening of the documentary “Through the Tunnel,” which centers on
Lincoln Memorial High.
Lincoln was the only high
school for African Americans in Manatee County
until 1969, when the
school was integrated with
Manatee High.
The title refers to the
actual
tunnel
that
ran under U.S. Route 41
through which Lincoln
High football players had
to walk to get from the
campus to the playing
field. This walk became a
ritual and the team would
often sing prayer songs
and spirituals such as
“Wade in the Water.”
Former NFL star
Henry Lawrence was one
of these players and is featured prominently in the
award-winning documentary. Lawrence shares his
stories and recollections
of playing for the Trojans
in the days of segregated
schools, and says of the
pre-game of singing and
praying: “It was an emotional thing. Emotion is a

  

 


 

 
 

       
     

      



Lincoln Memorial High School alum with Coach Shannon.
big part of the game.”
Honing his skills on
the field playing for Lincoln, Lawrence became an
All-American at FAMU before being drafted in the
first round by the Oakland
Raiders in 1974. During a
pro career spanning 13
seasons, the offensive lineman was a two-time Pro
Bowler and won three
championships with the
Raiders.
Yet Lawrence wasn’t
the only standout making
big plays on the Lincoln
High gridiron. Ray Bellamy, the first African
American to sign a football
scholarship to play for the
University of Miami, also
suited up for the Trojans.
A senior when Lawrence
was a freshman, Bellamy
was also the first AfricanAmerican football player
given a scholarship to a
major university in the
Southeast. A three-sport
star at Lincoln, he later became
Miami’s
first
African-American student
body president.
But Lincoln’s legendary head coach Eddie
Shannon is truly at the
heart of the documentary.
Shannon, who began his
coaching
career
in
1955, continued to coach
at Manatee High when the
schools were merged
and played an integral role
in helping students adjust
to integration. He coached
there until 1987.
“The thing about that
first year, 1969,” Shannon
said in the film, “is that it
brought people together –
black and white – who had
never been together in
their lives. You can’t just
put them together; they
have to put themselves to-

 



    

gether. And that’s what
they did.”
The
film’s
most
poignant moment shows a
large gathering of former
players that reunited in
2009, 40 years after Lincoln closed. Representing
various
graduating
classes, these players
walked through the tunnel
together clapping and
singing, “Glory! Hallelujah! I’m so glad I’m from
LM High!” Many of them
hadn’t seen one another
since their school football
days. Some alums even
drove
from
Georgia
to make the symbolic walk
with former teammates.
Shot almost entirely in
black and white, with an
abundance of photos of
Lincoln High players and
students, it is an engaging documentary that depicts the end of one era
and the beginning of another. Symbolically, toward the film’s end there
is a segment in full
color showing African
American and white high
school football fans sitting
in the stands side by side,
and a retired Coach Shannon still on the sidelines
offering support and advice to players of all races.
“Lincoln
Memorial
High School may be no
more, but it did not disappear. It is there in our
lives,” said the film’s narrator E.D. “Moody” Johnson. “So long as we
remember, Lincoln High
remains in our dreams.”
“Through the Tunnel”
was produced by Judge
Durand Adams (retired),
Judge Charles Williams
and Charles Clapsaddle in
partnership with Manatee
Educational Television.



The project was initially to
be a documentary on
Eddie Shannon, yet after
meeting with the coach,
Adams expressed surprised when Shannon told
him there was still a tunnel under the highway.
Shannon took Adams,
along with Williams and
Clapsaddle, to see the tunnel.
“It was like a revelation,” Adams told the audience at the screening,
“because here’s this place
that meant so much to so
many people for so many
years.” Upon seeing the
tunnel for the first time, he
recalled
saying
to
Williams: “We may have a
bigger movie than we
thought.”
Several Lincoln High
alumni were at the screening, some even wearing
the purple Lincoln football
jerseys. Coach Shannon
was on hand as well, and
drew a long ovation from
the approximately 100 audience members when introduced by Adams.
“When I say he’s legendary
in
Manatee
County, that’s an understatement,” Adams said.
“He’s a wonderful and in
many ways, a heroic man.”
Referring to integration in schools, Williams
said, “A lot of people didn’t
realize that there really
wasn’t a blueprint on how
to go about doing it. After
the Brown [vs. Topeka
Board of Education] decision was rendered, it was
really up to local school
districts to figure out how
to implement it. People
like Coach Shannon were
charged with implementing this momentous decision.”
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Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more





Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg

  

(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696




 


 




      

       
  




LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES

   

 

  
       
         


 

Open: Monday - Sunday

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

Vitu (V-too)

Skyway Mall,
4301 34th St. S.
St. Petersburg
Owned and operated
by Gwendolyn S. Fields

10% OFF
ANYTHING IN THE STORE!
(Offer expires May 1, 2014)
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Storytelling at the
Woodson Museum
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Master storyteller Dr.
Linda Hogans, Ph. D. hypnotized both children and
adults with African storytelling last Sat., Feb. 8 at
the Carter G. Woodson Museum, 2240 9th Ave. S.
She got her oral history
and storytelling start in the
early 1990s when she was a
director of community daycare center. Asked to put together an African-American
history program, Hogans decided to get creative and do a
storytelling, thus launching
her oral historian career.
Hogans shared with the
audience that her grandmother had a great impact
on her early life.
“Even though my grandmother was blind, she could
tell me how to travel safely in
the woods or walk with me
and tell me specifically where

to go,” she recalled.
One of the highlights
during her performance was
the tale about how African
people could fly. In this old
folkloric tale, Africans had
the magical ability to fly until
their captors arrived to bond
them with chains and bring
them to the “New World.”
In the process, the
Africans lost their wings and
were forced to make the infamous journey now referred to
as the Diaspora. After landing
on the shores of North America, an African woman with a
child strapped to her back
was worn out from working
all day, but the overseer of the
slaves tried to force her to
continue working.
That’s when an elder
African named Toby walked
over to the girl, knelt and
whispered magic words in
her ears. Those magic words
sank deep into her soul and
she remembered how to fly.

She took off with her child to
the north.
Toby told another young
woman laboring in the fields
the magic words and she too
grew wings and flew to the
north. When it was time for
Toby to leave the plantation,
he told the remaining
Africans to pass on the story
about their people who could
fly from one generation to
the next.
Hogans’ performance received a standing ovation.
The “Folktales and Fables:
Passing on the Oral Tradition to The Youth” event was
sponsored by the Jack and
Jill Moms of St. Petersburg
as part of the “Empower and
Educate” 2014 Black History
Lecture Series.
For further information
about the Black History
Month series, contact the
Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum at 727323-1104.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A life of community service
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Volunteering and being of
service to others has been
the life-long passion and
galvanizing force in the life
of Dr. Frank Scruggs,
Ph.D. Through the years,
he has been involved with
many organizations, government agencies and projects that have offered
assistance to the community.
Scruggs is a volunteer
tutor in math, physics and
chemistry at St. Petersburg College, St. Petersburg/ Gibbs Campus
Learning Support Commons (LSC). He is also a
volunteer at the James B.
Sanderlin Family Center
where he tutors students in
computer classes which
are offered free to the community.
“I enjoy it and it gives
me self-satisfaction,” he explained. “This gets them
[students] exposed to high
technology.”
His first volunteer project in St. Petersburg was at
Wildwood Recreation Center, where he tutored adult
students on various computer programs in 1987.
Scruggs has had a successful and heralded ca-

reer in the U.S. Navy and
retired in 1985 after 27
years reaching the rank of
Captain. He began his military career in his native
Santa Barbara, Calif. high
school ROTC program. He
went on to serve on the
USS Perry and the USS
Los Angeles. He was a
naval seal officer in the
then segregated black unit
“The Black Frogs.”
However, it is his role of
volunteer that he is most
proud of because it propels
him forward and allows
him to continue to give
back to the community.
By tutoring, it allows
him to share his love of education while he encourages and motivates those
around him. He credits his
family for instilling those
values in him. His father
was the esteemed Dr. Sherman Scruggs, Ph.D. who at
one time was president of
Lincoln University in Jefferson City, Miss., and his
mother, Olga Scruggs,
graduated from Howard
University with a master’s
degree in music.
“To father, education
was paramount,” Scruggs
stated. “He said to me ‘no
matter what you major in,
get your education. It will
be valuable and you will
not have to be a field hand

or do labor work.’”
Those
were
lofty
achievements for blacks
during the turbulent times
of the segregated 1940s.
He stated that his mother
imparted in him that education was a special gift
and an obligation that he
had to pass on to his children and future generations.
Graduating Phi Beta
Kappa, from Cornell University in 1955 with a bachelor’s degree in physics,
Scruggs then continued on
to Princeton University obtaining his master’s in
physics in only one year.
He received his doctorate
two years later from Harvard University.
He has sat on the Board
of Directors for Suncoast
Mental Health Center, Advisory Board for St. Petersburg City Office of Aging,
the Greater St. Petersburg
YMCA, James B. Sanderlin
Family Center Advisory
Board and an Advisory
Board member for the
Pinellas County Education
Foundation.
The awards and accolades have been many and
include the JC Penney
Golden Rule Award, Juvenile Welfare Board South
County Community Council Award and the St. Pe-

Dr. Frank Scrugss standing with his neighbor Jennette Smith.
tersburg Senior Citizen
Hall of Fame Award.
Scruggs continues to
volunteer and is currently
working on four projects:
Retired Sr. Volunteer Program, Civilian Police Review Committee, Parents
Support for Educational
Council, Inc. and the
Learning Support Program
at St. Pete College, Gibbs
Campus.
He wants the community to be aware of the free
tax assistance that is available where he volunteers

at Enoch Davis Center,
1111 18th Ave., St. Petersburg. It is called Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) and besides the
Enoch Davis Center location, there are 11 more
sites in Pinellas County.
You can call 211 or visit
www.taxes-4-Free.com for
details.
However, he is saddened by the lack of volunteering
within
the
community. “Everybody
wants to get paid,” he
lamented. “There are time

restraints, and people are
working one sometimes
three jobs to survive. We’re
supposed to have more
unity and working together. But not since integration, we’re all for
ourselves. We should have
more volunteers especially
for our young people to
give them guidance.”
Scruggs does not plan
to stop his volunteerism
anytime soon. “I’m going to
wear out instead of rust
out,” he said with a
chuckle.

breath of fresh air, a musical rebirth.”
You can catch The Slick
Ali Team, which also includes local artists LaTonja
Glenn and Michael Harris,

in the coming weeks in Ft.
Pierce, Ormond Beach,
Lakeland, Atlanta and a
spring stop back at home.
Follow Slick Ali on Twitter and Facebook and

check out the entire EP on
ITunes. The Debut CD is
available at Readers Choice
Bookstore. For booking,
call (727) 365-6937.

Local Phenomenon Tour Hits Ohio
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

Inspirational producer
and recording artist Slick
Ali along with featured
artist Sojourner are packing “da house!” They
kicked-off their debut tour
with a stop in Daytona
Beach and an electrifying
performance at The Tropicana Field during the Martin Luther King weekend
celebration. Next stop,
Cincinnati, Ohio they will
headline “The 2014 Family
Night Out” February 22nd.
Slick Ali is the founder
and chief executive officer
of Slick Ali Music LLC.
He’s a music producer, musician and lyricist. He’s a
native of St. Petersburg and
graduate of Lakewood

High School. At 17 years
old, Slick Ali collaborated
with other young artists
and released his first mixed
tape titled “Upper Classman.” The smash hit CD
afforded him performances
in local talent shows, high
school homecomings and
proms.
Sojourner, also known
as SoJo, is a native Floridian and a graduate of Pinellas Park High School. In
the 1990s, Sojourner then
known as “Dutchess of Defness,” was signed to a
Miami based record label.
Her first single “Wind it
Up,” was produced by DJ
Trans. William Packer of
Rainforest Productions featured the single for the
movie “Chocolate City.” In

  



 

2002, her hit single, “Thick
Girl” caught the attention of
R&B singer T-Pain and as a
result she became his official opening act on tour.
These days, the dynamic duo are lifting their
voices and bringing cutting
edge beats and thought
provoking lyrics in the
form of Holy Hip-Hop.
Their
current
single,
“Stomp out Sin” is a high
powered favorite. “To God
be the Glory,” said Slick
Ali. “The Lord has given
me such an awesome gift
and when I committed my
music to Glorifying Him, incredible doors were open.”
Sojourner added, “We are
so blessed. Slick Ali and I
have such great chemistry.
He is so talented. It’s like a



   



       



  

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




 




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!

Don’t make a wrong turn and miss the

FREE FINANCIAL FREEDOM
WORKSHOP
Presented by Neighborhood Home
Solutions (NHS) at Childs Park YMCA
This 90 minute presentation is fast paced,
informative and beneficial. After attending
the event, you will be able to map out your
route to greater financial peace of mind.





1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org

STOPS ALONG THE WAY INCLUDE:
• Adjusting the budget for these troubling times
• Creative money saving tips
• Sensible couponing • Credit enhancement


 


 
 
 

FINANCIAL FREEDOM JUST AHEAD

  
 
   
  




WORKSHOP LOCATION:
Childs Park YMCA, 691 43rd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
DATE: Tuesday, April 8, 2014
TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
REGISTRATION:
Please contact NHS at 727-821-6897 or
admin@nhsfl.org to register for the FREE workshop.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
First Mt. Zion
Pastor’s Corner

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (Heb 3:7-8)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

The hidden truth to unbelievers
15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the
word of truth.(II Timothy 2:15)
Ex. 20: 1-17) 20 And God spake all these words, saying,2 I am
the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.3 Thou shalt have no other
gods before me.4 Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,
or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.5 Thou shalt
not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate
me;6 And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me,
and keep my commandments.7 Thou shalt not take the name of
the Lord thy God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless
that taketh his name in vain.8 Remember the Sabbath day, to keep
it holy.9 Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:10 But the
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant,
nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within
thy gates:11 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore
the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.12 Honour thy
father and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the land
which the Lord thy God giveth thee.13 Thou shalt not kill.14 Thou
shalt not commit adultery.15 Thou shalt not steal.16 Thou shalt not
bear false witness against thy neighbour.17 Thou shalt not covet
thy neighbour’s house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s wife,
nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass,
nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s. (Read complete chapter)
(Deu.32:4-6) 4 He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his
ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and
right is he.5 They have corrupted themselves, their spot is not the
spot of his children: they are a perverse and crooked generation.6 Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolish people and unwise?
is not he thy father that hath bought thee? hath he not made thee,
and established thee?
(Pm. 15:1-2) Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall
dwell in thy holy hill?2 He that walketh uprightly, and worketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart.
(Pm.51:5-11) 5 Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did
my mother conceive me.6 Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward
parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom.7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I
shall be whiter than snow.8 Make me to hear joy and gladness; that
the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice.9 Hide thy face from
my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities.10 Create in me a clean
heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me.11 Cast me not
away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.
(Pm.91:4) 4 He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under
his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.
(Pm.117:1-2) O praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all
ye people.2 For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the
truth of the Lord endureth for ever. Praise ye the Lord.
(Pm.119:30) 30 I have chosen the way of truth: thy judgments
have I laid before me.
(Pro.22:21) 21 That I might make thee know the certainty of
the words of truth; that thou mightest answer the words of truth
to them that send unto thee?
(Pro.23:23) 23 Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and
instruction, and understanding.
(Is.58:13-14) 13 If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath,
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him, not
doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:14 Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord;
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy father: for the mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it.
(Is.59:14) 14 And judgment is turned away backward, and justice standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the street, and equity cannot enter.
(Is.66:22-24) 22 For as the new heavens and the new earth,
which I will make, shall remain before me, saith the Lord, so shall
your seed and your name remain.23 And it shall come to pass, that
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from one new moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another,
shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the Lord.24 And
they shall go forth, and look upon the carcases of the men that
have transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither
shall their fire be quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto
all flesh.
(Jere.9:3) 3 And they bend their tongues like their bow for lies:
but they are not valiant for the truth upon the earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they know not me, saith the Lord.
(Eze.20:20) 20 And hallow my Sabbaths; and they shall be a
sign between me and you, that ye may know that I am the Lord
your God. (Read complete chapter)
(Zech.8:16-17) 16 These are the things that ye shall do; Speak
ye every man the truth to his neighbour; execute the judgment of
truth and peace in your gates:
17 And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts against his
neighbour; and love no false oath: for all these are things that I
hate, saith the Lord.
(John1:14) 14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father,) full of grace and truth.
(John3:21) 21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that
his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.
(John3:33) 33 He that hath received his testimony hath set to
his seal that God is true.
(John8:32) 32 And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall
make you free.
(John14:6) 6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and
the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.
(John16:13) 13 Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come,
he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself;
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew
you things to come.
(John17:16-17) 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not
of the world.17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.
(John18:37) 37 Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king
then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end
was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should
bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth
my voice.
(Rom.1:18-20) 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the
truth in unrighteousness;19 Because that which may be known of
God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them.20 For
the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
(IICorintitians13:5-8) 5 Examine yourselves, whether ye be in
the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how
that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?6 But I trust
that ye shall know that we are not reprobates.7 Now I pray to God
that ye do no evil; not that we should appear approved, but that ye
should do that which is honest, though we be as reprobates.8 For
we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth.
(Eph.4:15-17) 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up
into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:16 From
whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that
which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in
the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the
edifying of itself in love. 17 This I say therefore, and testify in the
Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the
vanity of their mind,
(I Thessalonians2:13) 13 For this cause also thank we God
without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God which
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in
truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that
believe.
(II Thessalonians2:9-13) 9 Even him, whose coming is after the
working of Satan with all power and signs and lying
wonders,10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in
them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth,
that they might be saved.11 And for this cause God shall send them
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:12 That they all
might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.13 But we are bound to give thanks always to God
for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the
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beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the
Spirit and belief of the truth:
(I Timothy 3:15) 5 For if a man know not how to rule his own
house, how shall he take care of the church of God?
(II Timothy 2:4) 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with
the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him
to be a soldier.
(II Timothy 2:25-26) 25 In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance
to the acknowledging of the truth;26 And that they may recover
themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by
him at his will.
(II Timothy 3:7) Ever learning, and never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth.
(II Timothy 4:4) 4 And they shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
(I Peter 2:9-10) 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth
the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light; 10 Which in time past were not a people, but are
now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now
have obtained mercy.
(I Peter 4:17-18) 17 For the time is come that judgment must
begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the
end be of them that obey not the gospel of God? 18 And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?
(Rev. 22:14) 14 Blessed are they that do his commandments
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city.
To the people of the God the Father and the Savior Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit
You must be Holy to see them!
(Lev. 20:8) 8 And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am
the Lord which sanctify you.
(Isa. 6:3) 3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy,
holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.
(Act 1:8) 8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
(Act 9:31) 31 Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea
and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear
of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied.
(Rom.12:1) 12Now about that time Herod the king stretched
forth his hands to vex certain of the church.
(I Corthinan2:13) 13 I had no rest in my spirit, because I found
not Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them, I went from
thence into Macedonia.
(Eph.5:7) 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish.
(I Thess.5:27) 27I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be
read unto all the holy brethren.
(II Timothy1:9,14) 9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an
holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the
world began, 14 That good thing which was committed unto thee
keep by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us.
(I Peter 1:15-16) 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so
be ye holy in all manner of conversation;16 Because it is written,
Be ye holy; for I am holy.
(I Peter 2:5) 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be
ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be
ye holy; for I am holy.
(Rev. 22:11) 11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he
which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let
him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.
We have a Father that sent us a Savior a Savior that sent
us a Leader the Holy Spirit to lead us to Jesus.
We don’t know how to get us to Jesus; but we have the Holy
Spirit who is in charge of our life’s today.
(Hew. 3:7-8)7 Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, Today if ye
will hear his voice,8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation,
in the day of temptation in the wilderness:
The souls that He has chosen will obey.

12

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2014

COMMUNITY NEWS
Golden Jubilee of the Civil Rights Act
From RIGHTS , page 1

brother, boarded a plane
from Montgomery, Ala. to
Jackson, Miss. and was
again arrested for attempting to desegregate the airport there.
“There have been many
sit-ins, boycotts, marches
and various forms of
protest for us to achieve
some semblance of racial
equality,” Petway said as
she looked over the crowd
gathered to celebrate
equality among the races.
“Otherwise we would not
have such a diverse group
to assemble here today.
For that, we celebrate.”
Freedom Riders consisted of black and white
volunteers who traveled
throughout the south on
buses for a period of about
seven months to test the
1960 Supreme Court decision that declared segregation
of
interstate
passengers illegal. It was
met with threats and violence.
As a Freedom Rider,
Petway experienced firsthand the degradation and
dehumanization African
Americans endured during
that volatile era in American history. Although Petway acknowledged positive
strides forward, she remembers a timeline that
spanned the last 50 years;
her tale a bit somber.
Painting a picture of resistance from the general
public and politicians alike,
Petway urged African
Americans to not be complacent and rest on the accomplishments of the past,
but to continue to find nonviolent ways to keep up the
fight for true equality
among the races. To press
on and build a road to a
brighter and better future.
“Although the Civil
Rights Act was signed into
law it has not ended the
Civil Rights Movement,”
Petway argued telling of
the struggles that she feels
still lie ahead for African
Americans here in Pinellas
County and all over the
world. “We’re still faced
with the ravages of inequal-

ity in education, employment, and injustices in our
legal systems, just to name
a few.”
A sentiment YMCA Executive Director Vernon
Bryant seconded. Affiliated
with the Suncoast Greater
Ridgecrest Branch, Bryant
yearns for all races and all
ages to come together. He
hopes society will realize
the dream Dr. Martin
Luther King, Rosa Parks
and the countless number
of unnamed faces who
were threatened, beaten
and ridiculed for their part
in the desegregating America.
“I want this community
to be better,” Bryant said
looking for likeminded
folks to join together and
make a difference today
and in the years to come.
“We must continue to remember all of the martyrs,
the dreamers, the workers
and leaders, and work to
help make their dreams a
reality.”
A vision he hopes the
younger generation will
emulate, instead of making
decisions that he feels too
often sets the civil rights
movement back.
“One of the things that
pains me often is the fact
that I see our kids throwing
away all the things that
we’ve done,” Bryant expressed, “privileges that
many have fought and died
for.”
Florida Department of
Children and Families Regional Director Mike Carroll took a moment to urge
the younger generation to
continue to carry the torch.
“Young folks look at the
world differently than we
do,” he said speaking of the
athletes he works with that
don’t see a person’s race
but their abilities on the
field. “That’s what makes
me hopeful that the next 50
years will be better.”
Carroll believes the
civil rights movement happened because so many ordinary people from varying
races and backgrounds
chose to take a stand, some

at personal risk to their
own lives and safety, and
demanded something different.
“People from all walks
of life stood shoulder-toshoulder and said this is
enough,” he said. “We’re
gonna change the world,
and together they did.”
And in the spirit of celebration the audience joined
together in a spectacular
rendition of the Black National Anthem, “Lift Every
Voice and Sing.” Lakewood
student Sydni Neal performed a dance and Constance Shaw sang a solo in
the true spirit of the
Golden Jubilee.
The tone once again
turned dire as Lorietta
Shirley who oversees child
welfare in Pinellas and its
neighboring
counties,
spoke of the over 2,800
children involved in the
child welfare system in
Pinellas county alone. It’s
the fourth largest in the
state. Shirley threw out
some more statistics. With
over 40 percent of the kids
in foster care comprising of
blacks, when African
Americans only represent
17 percent of the general
population, there seems to
be an overrepresentation
of minority youth in the
child welfare system.
“We have a lot of work
ahead of us to address
some of the social injustices and issues that our
African American youth
are facing in our community,” Shirley said.
And one of those issues
is the lack of foster homes
that serve minority youth.
“Ideally we want to keep
our kids in their own communities,” she continued
stating that foster homes
are needed in every single
neighborhood in Pinellas
County. “Right now if a minority kid comes into the
foster care system, it’s
highly unlikely that we’re
going to be able to keep
them within the neighborhood in which they live.”
Shirley urged the community to come together,

like the political activists
and freedom riders of the
past, and make a difference
in the issues plaguing the
black community today.
The afternoon ended
on a more celebratory note
as lunch was served to the
room full of supporters acknowledging 50 years of
change in America.
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